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Dear authors;

Thanks for your prompt reply! | fully agree that all points except for the last one can
easily be fixed with some more explanation. However, | am still not convinced about
the last point. There was indeed a little misunderstanding, but | am afraid that the
clarification does not solve the problem.

When reading the paper | was happy with the consideration of mean values until | ar-
rived at the last sentence of Sect. 2. There the main conclusion of the paper is drawn
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from Eq. (19) — the linear behavior of the reservoir as a whole. However, Eqg. (19) in
its pure form with the mean value definitely does not allow for this conclusion. It only
describes the slope at one point of the recession curve which is not much informa-
tion. Linear behavior would require that Eq. (19) must hold for all times. Otherwise
the coupled reservoir would still be described by the superposition of two exponential
recession curves as pointed out in my review. As this seemed to be so obvious to me |
thought that you implicitly generalized Eq. (19) from the mean value to all times in order
to be able to draw this conclusion, and that you just found it not necessary to explain
this in detail. So after realizing now that all relations should indeed be restricted to the
mean value, the problem has just been shifted. Then the conclusion of linear behavior
is not correct in my opinion.

However, | would be very happy if someone else, perhaps one of the other contributors
to the discussion, could take a look at this point. | may be wrong, but if not, this would
somehow make a major part of the paper collapse.
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