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We thank the reviewer for his/her constructive comments.

The referee brings up an interesting point, in that the closure relations (i.e., flux pa-
rameterizations) can be parsimonious functions of storage. This approach has been
described in some of our other papers, in particular, Clark et al. (2008), Gupta et al.
(2012) and Hrachowitz and Clark (2017).

Such bucket-style models are extensively used in engineering hydrology. A key exam-
ple is the Sacramento model used for streamflow forecasting in the USA.

We describe the bucket-style modeling approach on page 3, and we have modified the
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text to refer to Hrachowitz and Clark [2017]. The revised text is

"In bucket-style rainfall-runoff models — at the simplest end of the complexity continuum
— the large-scale transmission of water is often defined as a linear (or near-linear)
function of water storage (e.g., see the synthesis in Clark et al. [2008] and the review
by Hrachowitz and Clark [2017])."
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