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This is a nice and well-written manuscript about the need to connect hydrology to soci-
etal needs in the education process. It follows nicely on other calls in the hydrological
community to enhance the presence of the societal needs in hydrological investigation
and education (e.g. Wagener et al., 2010, Sivapalan et al., 2012). The paper makes a
very relevant point and presents some interesting examples. I have a few suggestions
for improvement:

[1] It would be nice to connect to the wider discussion of this issue that is already
happening in the hydrological sciences. The above mentioned references are just two
examples that pick up on the same issue.

[2] It would be nice if the (positive) examples used in the manuscript would be a bit more
C3371

http://www.hydrol-earth-syst-sci-discuss.net
http://www.hydrol-earth-syst-sci-discuss.net/9/C3371/2012/hessd-9-C3371-2012-print.pdf
http://www.hydrol-earth-syst-sci-discuss.net/9/7739/2012/hessd-9-7739-2012-discussion.html
http://www.hydrol-earth-syst-sci-discuss.net/9/7739/2012/hessd-9-7739-2012.pdf
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/


HESSD
9, C3371–C3372, 2012

Interactive
Comment

Full Screen / Esc

Printer-friendly Version

Interactive Discussion

Discussion Paper

concrete in their representation (e.g. photographs) so that their value in enhancing
hydrology education would become easier to grasp.

[3] It would be good if the reviewers put their work in the context of other contributions
of this special issue, which make similar arguments for better connection of human and
environmental systems in hydrology education.

[4] The manuscript presents a nice range of case study type examples. It would be
nice if the authors could also think a bit more about the human aspect could be more
present in hydrology education in general, e.g. in the textbooks we use or in the in-
class activities where the opportunities are not as great as in a field course in Africa.
How to motivate students in the middle of the US to get excited about issues of which
only few will matter to their (often local) career?
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