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Dear authors,

The reviewers provided constructive and thoughtful comments. Their main concern
is the link between your data and your analysis to groundwater level fluctuations and
groundwater recharge. Your initial response to the comments indicates you can ad-
dress all minor concerns. Unfortunately, the much-desired groundwater data are lack-
ing. You indicate you have access to such data from other periods (by other workers),
and you intend to strengthen the modeling effort to establish a stronger link between
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the soil water content variations and groundwater recharge / groundwater table fluctua-
tions. Under the given circumstances this seems to be the most promising way forward.
I therefore kindly request you to make the modifications as you propose, which amount
to a major revision. I am looking forward to receiving your revised manuscript.

Yours sincerely,

Gerrit de Rooij
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