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This paper has been intensively discussed, and this is a good thing. Most of the refer-
ees and discussants pointed out that the discussion paper was incomplete or not really
presenting something new. Some even remarked it was trivial. The authors replied to
this criticism clarifying much of the shortcomings. However the main impression that
remains is that the paper is mostly a summary of workshop recommendations rather
than a real opinion paper, as was pointed out by Verkade. If the authors want to re-
submit, then they will have to revise the paper substantially and make sure that there
are new insights, new opinions, or clearly new directions to be pursued. An opinion pa-
per can not easily be assessed in terms of the correctness of the opinions; it remains
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an opinion. But an opinion paper should contribute something new to the discussion,
in a way that it triggers new ideas or new directions in which the science of hydrology
can develop. A substantially revised resubmission will be reviewed again against these
criteria.
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