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Dear Authors, the four weeks after the end of the discussion phase are for the "final",
concluding remarks of the Authors, but the Discussion phase, as the name says, should
be a discussion, that is that there should be an exchange of opinions. In fact, when the
Discussion is closed, only the Authors can submit Comments, while nor the Referees
nor anyone else can add anything more or reply back to the Authors’ reply. For this
reason, provided that the Referees’ Comments are delivered in time (and in the present
case it was so), and especially when the Comments are not positive, it would be much
better to reply before the end of the discussion phase, so that the Referees may read
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your reply and, if needed, reply back to you. Probably this should be made clearer on
the paper web site, explicitly encouraging the Authors to reply during the discussion
phase. I look forward to reading your reply to the Referees’ comments. Best regards,
Elena Toth
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