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1 major comment: I am not sure whether the analysis is addressing the problem the
authors think they are addressing. This doubt arises because they refer to various cli-
mate indices describing ENSO events, Indian Ocean Dipole events and the Southern
Annular Mode. The indices they use describe INTERANNUAL fluctuations of the cli-
mate system and, as such, are based on MONTHLY ANOMALIES. On the other hand,
the SOM analysis describes purely raw monthly patterns and, as such, simply captures
the SEASONAL CYCLE of the pressure patterns across the regions. The question is
then: Why did they not perform an SOM analysis of the MSLP monthly anomalies so
that they could have analysed like with like? As it stands, I believe the results only tell
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us when the rain falls during the year - and soes not explain anything about anomalous
rainfall. This should be addressed befor epublication.

1 minor comment: Why not use a recognized index for the IOD? A Dipole Mode Index
is avaialable.
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