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The paper has been reviewed by 2 independent referees: Reviewer #1 is rather critical
towards the paper, and recommends to reject the paper. Reviewer #2 (David Le Maitre)
has a more positive attitude towards the manuscript, and recommends acceptance af-
ter a major revision. | have carefully read the manuscript and the reviewers&#8217;
recommendations, and | believe that the paper is &#8220;across the threshold&#8221;
between acceptability and rejection. My proposal is to provide the chance to the Au-
thors to substantially improve their paper following the reviewers&#8217; comments,
and resubmit a thoroughly revised version to HESS. | would therefore recommend to
return the paper to the Authors for major revisions, with a clear indication that a lot of
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revision work is still needed for the paper to become acceptable for HESS.
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