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The paper has received two quite constrasting reviews. Both reviewers agree on the
fact that the main subject of the paper, namely a theoretical interpretation of flood
frequency curves is of high interest and relevance for publication in HESS. However,
reviewer 1 rises several concerns which he considers as being of such importance
that the paper needs major revisions. These concerns are mainly centered around the
choice of the hydrological model, for which it has not been proven that it can correctly
reproduce measured discharge. In their response, the authors rise several pertinent
elements of explanation, among which the need of using a general model with a small
parameter set, ensuring that it is catchment- and climate-independent (especially with
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respect to the objectives of the paper). Reviewer 2 has less concerns and considers
the paper as being ready for publication after minor revisions. Given the reviews, as
well as the author’s responses, I suggest that they resubmit a revised version of their
paper, where they strongly rely on the issues raised by the reviewers and their various
explanatory elements they have provided in their responses.
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