
Hydrol. Earth Syst. Sci. Discuss., 11, C60–C61, 2014
www.hydrol-earth-syst-sci-discuss.net/11/C60/2014/
© Author(s) 2014. This work is distributed under
the Creative Commons Attribute 3.0 License.

Hydrology and 
Earth System

Sciences

O
pen A

ccess

Discussions

Interactive comment on “Effects of extreme
drought on agriculture soil and sustainability of
different drought soil” by S. M. Geng et al.

Anonymous Referee #2

Received and published: 4 February 2014

This manuscript presents results of microbial biomass from agricultural soils subjected
to different drought treatments. The data clearly shows a maximum value of microbial
biomass at intermediate levels of gravimetric soil moisture, and a poor capacity of
recovery after rewetting. I found these results interesting and a nice addition to the
literature on this subject. However, I also found the manuscript poorly written and
unsuitable for publication in its present form.

First, the quality of the language needs a major improvement. This manuscript needs
to be edited by a native English speaker or by any of the comercial companies that
offer this service.

Second, the manuscript ignores a large body of literature on this subject in which the
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conceptual basis for the observed patterns are lay out. I recommend the authors to
read and cite the work of Skopp et al. (1990), Manzoni et al. (2011), Davidson et al.
(2012), Moyano et al. (2012, 2013).

Third, the authors must give additional details about the experimental design and the
level of replication in their experiment.
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