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I read the manuscript with great interest since it addresses the critical issue of drought
in Africa.

The manuscript reflects on an essential theme: the idea about the complexity drought.
However, the manuscript’s ideas have been analysed in numerous occasions and re-
cently by the same authors. I am not convinced that this work is sufficiently distinct to
warrant publication in this journal. There have been a series of very similar studies that
have come to broadly similar conclusions.

I’m also not convinced that one can define a sustainability, risk and resiliency of agri-
culture as presented by the authors. This leads on to another issue: that the analysis
presented has limitations for understanding the complexity of drought and therefore for
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informing policy.

It is not clear the link of simulated parameters to observations, both in the meteorologi-
cal and agricultural drought analysis, therefore questioning if the thresholds suggested
are validated. Not taking these issues into account lessens the inferences that can be
drawn from studies such as this.

Finally, the analysis of the limited data presented in very shallow, the results are not
justified, and therefore the conclusions are not justified.

Having said all of this, it is important to note that the manuscript is interesting and
merits publication in some journal, probably a more general type of journal, since the
analysis is very shallow.

Interactive comment on Hydrol. Earth Syst. Sci. Discuss., 11, 199, 2014.

C521

http://www.hydrol-earth-syst-sci-discuss.net
http://www.hydrol-earth-syst-sci-discuss.net/11/C520/2014/hessd-11-C520-2014-print.pdf
http://www.hydrol-earth-syst-sci-discuss.net/11/199/2014/hessd-11-199-2014-discussion.html
http://www.hydrol-earth-syst-sci-discuss.net/11/199/2014/hessd-11-199-2014.pdf
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

