
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evolution of root system total resistance (Rtot) with root length for mature (top) and young (bottom) 

roots with uniform hydraulic properties corresponding to those of the manuscript. Left subplots keep 

the number of segments constant; segments are thus progressively elongated. Right subplots use 

segments of constant length; segments are thus progressively added, which is shown to allow 

avoiding the artefact of increasing Rtot with root length. 

 

 

 

 


