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We would like to thank Dr Schröder for these supportive comments and references.
We will incorporate these into our revised version. The parallels he highlights in the
ecology literature are particularly useful.

With regards to the priority of Darwin’s methods: Dr Baker’s review has given us a
broader insight into the origins of Darwin’s methods. While he may not have been
the progenitor of some of the individual approaches, we agree with Dr Schröder that
his unquestionable methodological achievements set the standard for this approach to
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