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Sincere apologies for not immediately engaging in the discussion of the paper. We
were anticipating to respond with a concerted reply but the recent floods in Europe
threw us somewhat off the course since many of the authors are involved in the Euro-
pean Flood Awareness System as well as their national forecasts systems. We apolo-
gize for the delay and are deligthed that the discussion has been opened again to allow
the reviewers to respond to our comments.
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