
Supplement of Hydrol. Earth Syst. Sci., 29, 3257–3275, 2025
https://doi.org/10.5194/hess-29-3257-2025-supplement
© Author(s) 2025. CC BY 4.0 License.

Supplement of

Understanding meteorological and physio-geographical controls of
variability of flood event classes in headstream catchments of China
Yongyong Zhang et al.

Correspondence to: Yongyong Zhang (zhangyy003@igsnrr.ac.cn)

The copyright of individual parts of the supplement might differ from the article licence.



2 

Text S1 

In the Class 2, the significant control factors are in the catchments of Yangtze (18.4%, 7/38), Yellow (25%, 1/4) and Pearl 

(50%, 2/4) River Basins, particularly the total and mean precipitations, and drought index during the event with the correlation 

coefficients of 0.61–0.99, 0.58–0.99 and 0.50–0.98, respectively (Table 4 and Figure S2). The contributions only in the 

Shimenkan, Tangdukou and Xiaogulu catchments are statistically significant with the total values of 90.7–96.8%. The 

contributions of meteorological category are the greatest with the values of 71.9–95.9%. In the Class 4, the significant control 

factors are in the catchments of Yellow (75%, 3/4), Songliao (50%, 2/4) and Pearl (50%, 2/4) River Basins, particularly the 

total precipitation during the event, and the drought index in the corresponding year with the correlation coefficients of 0.53–

1.00 and 0.45–0.93, respectively (Figure S4). The contributions only in the Liangshuikou and Hezikou catchments are 

statistically significant with the total values of 87.0–98.1%. The factors in the meteorological category also contribute the most 

considerably with the values of 76.8–82.1%. In the Classes 3 and 5, the contributions are not statistically significant in all the 

catchments because of the smaller numbers of flood events (Figures S3 and S5). However, several important control factors 

are also statistically significant in the catchments of Yangtze (26.3%, 10/38) and Southeast (40%, 2/5) River Basin for Class 

3 (e.g., total and mean precipitations during the event with the correlation coefficients of 0.77–0.99 and 0.70–1.00, 

respectively), and Huaihe (61.5%, 8/13) and Yangtze (26.3%, 7/38) River Basin for Class 5 (e.g., the drought index in the 

corresponding year and during the event, and the annual mean precipitation amount with the correlation coefficients of 0.62–

0.86, 0.68–1.00 and 0.65–0.92, respectively). 
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Figure S1. Spatial distributions of load coefficients of all the principal components.  
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Figure S2. Significant control factors and their correlation coefficients for the temporal variabilities of flood event Class 2 in the 

individual catchments. The gray color means the control factor without statistical significance.  

Note: Anren, Dutou, Jiahe, Loudi, Shimenkan, Shuangfeng and Tangdukou catchments are in the Yangtze River Basin; Luanchuan 

catchment is in the Yellow River Basin; Hezikou and Xiaogulu catchments are in the Pearl River Basin 
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Figure S3. Significant control factors and their correlation coefficients for the temporal variabilities of flood event Class 3 in the 

individual catchments. The gray color means the control factor without statistical significance.  

Note: Chengcun, Jinping, Liangshuikou, Loudi, Miping, Shuangfeng, Shuangjiangkou, Tongtang, Yucun and Yuexi catchments are in the 

Yangtze River Basin; Longshan and Zhaoan catchments are in the Pearl River Basin 
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Figure S4. Significant control factors and their correlation coefficients for the temporal variabilities of flood event Class 4 in the 

individual catchments. The gray color means the control factor without statistical significance.  

Note: Jingyu and Yitong catchments are in the Songliao River Basin; Luanchuan, Qiaotou and Tantou catchments are in the Yellow River 

Basin; Luzhuang and Ziluoshan catchments are in the Huaihe River Basin; Dutou, Liqingdian, Liangshuikou, Pingshi, Shuangfeng, Xupu, 

Yanling and Yuexi catchment are in the Yangtze River Basin; Zhaoan catchment is in the Southeast River Basin; Hezikou and Libo 

catchments are in the Pearl River Basin 
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Figure S5. Significant control factors and their correlation coefficients for the temporal variabilities of flood event Class 5 in the 

individual catchments. The gray color means the control factor without statistical significance.  

Note: Beimiaoji, Huangnizhuang, Peihe, Qilin, Xiagushan, Xinxian, Zhongtang and Zhuganpu catchments are in the Huaihe River Basin; 

Anhe, Anren, Liqingdian, Miping, Tanghe, Tonggu and Xixia catchments are in the Yangtze River Basin.
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Figure S6. Variations of the other 30 critical control factors among Classes 1-5. The solid darkred dot and gray dot define the mean 

and 50th percentile values, respectively. Each black box means the 25th and 75th percentile values, and the vertical line defines the 

minimum and maximum values without outliers. The violin shape means the frequency distribution of control factor, and the unfilled 

shape means the control factor without statistical significance. 
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Table S1. Total numbers and densities of hydrological stations and flood events in different river basins 

Basin 
Area 

(104km2) 

Number Density 

Station Flood event Station (10-4 station/km2) Event (10-4 event/km2) 

Songliao River Basin 124.92 4 53 0.03 0.42 

Yellow River Basin 75.24 4 104 0.05 1.38 

Huaihe River Basin 27.00 13 215 0.48 7.96 

Yangtze River Basin 180.85 38 844 0.21 4.67 

Southeast River Basin 24.02 5 90 0.21 3.75 

Pearl River Basin 45.36 4 140 0.09 3.09 
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Table S2. Criteria of classification performance assessment 

ID Criteria name Abbreviation Equation Reference 
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Note: q is the number of clusters; n is the number of observations; p is the number of variables; Bq is the between-group dispersion matrix 

for data clustered into q clusters; Wq is the within-group dispersion matrix for data clustered into q clusters; R2 is the coefficient of 

determination; T is the total sum of squares; Sb is the sum of the between-cluster distances; Sw is the sum of the within-cluster distances; 

bS is the ratio of the Sb and Nb; wS  is the ratio of the Sw and Nw; Nw is the total number of pairs of observations belonging to the same 

cluster; Nb is the total number of pairs of observations belonging to different clusters; Nt is the total number of pairs of observations in the 

data set; Smax is the sum of the Nw largest distances between all the pairs of points in the entire data set; Smin is the sum of the Nw smallest 

distances between all the pairs of points in the entire data set (there are Nt such pairs); Sd is the standard deviation of all distances; S is the 

average of the ratios of sum and total sum of squares between the clusters for each variable; i is the number ranges from 1 to n; j is the 

number ranges from 1 to p; k, l and m is the cluster number ranges from 1 to q; Ci; Cj and Ck are the different clusters; nk, nl and nm are the 

number of objects in cluster Ck, Cl and Cm, respectively; Wk, Wl and Wm are the squared errors of the different clusters; Vkl equals Wm 

minus Wk and then minus Wl; dkl is the distance between centroids of clusters Ck and Cl; δk and δl are the standard deviation of the 

distance of objects in cluster Ck and Cl, respectively. 
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Table S3. Results of independence and linear correlation tests among different flood response metrics 

Methods 
Correlation coefficient 

  R Qpk CV Tbgn Tpk Tdrn RQr RQd Npk 

p-value for 

ANOVA test 

R   0.68  0.14  0.00  0.06  0.14  0.26  0.34  0.34  

Qpk 0.00    0.41  0.02  -0.03  -0.18  0.75  0.77  0.08  

CV 0.00  0.00    0.06  -0.24  0.18  0.38  0.19  -0.21  

Tbgn 0.93  0.45  0.02    -0.12  0.07  0.04  0.04  -0.04  

Tpk 0.02  0.19  0.00  0.00    -0.14  -0.19  0.11  0.14  

Tdrn 0.00  0.00  0.00  0.01  0.00    -0.19  -0.28  0.23  

RQr 0.00  0.00  0.00  0.12  0.00  0.00    0.68  -0.03  

RQd 0.00  0.00  0.00  0.15  0.00  0.00  0.00    0.02  

Npk 0.00  0.00  0.00  0.17  0.00  0.00  0.31  0.38    

Note: the bold value indicates that the test passes the 95% significance test, and the italic value indicates that the test does not pass the 95% 

significance test.” 
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Table S4. Average, standard deviation, median, maximum and minimum of flood response metrics in different classes 

Characteristic 

value 
Class R(mm∙day-1) Qpk(mm∙day-1) CV Tbgn Tpk(%) Tdrn(h) RQr(h-1) RQd(h-1) Npk 

Average± 

Standard 

Deviation 

1 43.97±29.94 2.04±2.51 0.90±0.26 2.28±0.49 27.14±9.60 103.92±43.39 0.13±0.32 0.04±0.07 1.31±0.51 

2 45.81±34.01 2.21±2.52 0.87±0.25 3.06±0.69 50.64±10.28 83.82±41.20 0.08±0.14 0.08±0.12 1.32±0.50 

3 143.97±108.33 5.23±6.04 0.84±0.22 3.24±0.61 33.90±15.02 145.26±68.99 0.25±0.62 0.12±0.28 2.67±0.76 

4 33.31±26.64 1.69±2.11 0.86±0.26 3.85±0.51 26.11±9.09 85.73±39.97 0.14±0.30 0.04±0.08 1.24±0.43 

5 65.79±43.80 2.98±3.68 1.40±0.43 3.43±0.61 23.74±13.60 202.88±85.42 0.18±0.62 0.03±0.04 1.24±0.46 

Median 

1 35.63  1.17  0.89  2.30  27.27  97.01  0.05  0.02  1.00  

2 37.84  1.36  0.84  3.03  49.04  76.99  0.04  0.04  1.00  

3 115.53  3.09  0.82  3.21  32.09  139.01  0.07  0.03  3.00  

4 25.09  1.00  0.83  3.79  26.39  79.01  0.05  0.02  1.00  

5 57.11  1.92  1.32  3.42  21.26  190.99  0.04  0.01  1.00  

Maximum 

1 171.48  22.92  1.97  3.24  57.14  357.00  4.58  0.74  3.00  

2 194.87  19.84  1.81  4.65  86.96  256.99  1.24  1.06  3.00  

3 610.70  34.79  1.45  4.72  79.91  493.99  6.89  2.45  4.00  

4 174.43  21.02  2.12  5.25  55.67  241.01  3.50  0.91  3.00  

5 201.00  27.18  3.15  5.24  81.56  465.00  6.76  0.31  3.00  

Minimum 

1 3.22  0.13  0.33  1.05  4.17  25.01  0.00  0.00  1.00  

2 1.11  0.07  0.32  1.09  32.65  13.99  0.00  0.00  1.00  

3 7.79  0.14  0.32  1.07  4.47  19.99  0.00  0.00  1.00  

4 1.17  0.04  0.29  2.88  5.56  16.99  0.00  0.00  1.00  

5 1.54  0.07  0.65  1.57  1.61  25.01  0.00  0.00  1.00  
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Table S5. Flood event number and their percentages of individual classes in all the selected catchments 

Basins Stations Abbreviations 
 Flood event number of class Percentage(%) 

1 2 3 4 5 Total 1 2 3 4 5 

Songliao 

Dongfeng DF 0 3 1 9 1 14  0.0  21.4  7.1  64.3  7.1  

Jingyu JY 0 3 1 9 0 13  0.0  23.1  7.7  69.2  0.0  

Muling ML 0 0 2 7 3 12  0.0  0.0  16.7  58.3  25.0  

Yitong YT 0 6 0 7 1 14  0.0  42.9  0.0  50.0  7.1  

Total 0 12 4 32 5 53  0.0  22.6  7.5  60.4  9.4  

Yellow 

Huating HT 0 2 0 7 2 11  0.0  18.2  0.0  63.6  18.2  

Luanchuan LC 4 6 2 27 0 39  10.3  15.4  5.1  69.2  0.0  

Qiaotou QT 0 4 1 17 0 22  0.0  18.2  4.5  77.3  0.0  

Tantou TT 7 2 2 16 5 32  21.9  6.3  6.3  50.0  15.6  

Total 11 14 5 67 7 104  10.6  13.5  4.8  64.4  6.7  

Huaihe 

Beimiaoji BM 0 0 0 0 12 12  0.0  0.0  0.0  0.0  100.0  

Dapoling DP 0 6 1 5 9 21  0.0  28.6  4.8  23.8  42.9  

Huangnizhuang HN 1 0 1 4 4 10  10.0  0.0  10.0  40.0  40.0  

Lixin LX 0 5 5 4 4 18  0.0  27.8  27.8  22.2  22.2  

Luzhuang LZ 1 0 0 4 6 11  9.1  0.0  0.0  36.4  54.5  

Peihe PH 5 0 1 5 7 18  27.8  0.0  5.6  27.8  38.9  

Qilin QL 2 0 0 1 7 10  20.0  0.0  0.0  10.0  70.0  

Xiagushan XG 3 3 1 3 9 19  15.8  15.8  5.3  15.8  47.4  

Xinxian XX 3 3 2 2 14 24  12.5  12.5  8.3  8.3  58.3  

Yangzhuang YZ 0 5 1 2 2 10  0.0  50.0  10.0  20.0  20.0  

Zhongtang ZT 2 3 1 4 5 15  13.3  20.0  6.7  26.7  33.3  

Zhuganpu ZG 4 2 1 2 17 26  15.4  7.7  3.8  7.7  65.4  

Ziluoshan ZL 3 2 2 8 6 21  14.3  9.5  9.5  38.1  28.6  

Total 24 29 16 44 102 215  11.2  13.5  7.4  20.5  47.4  

Yangtze 

Anhe AH 5 3 2 3 1 14  35.7  21.4  14.3  21.4  7.1  

Anren AR 8 14 3 3 5 33  24.2  42.4  9.1  9.1  15.2  

Baitugang BT 1 3 1 6 0 11  9.1  27.3  9.1  54.5  0.0  

Biyang BY 1 1 0 10 0 12  8.3  8.3  0.0  83.3  0.0  

Chengcun CC 11 3 9 0 0 23  47.8  13.0  39.1  0.0  0.0  

Dutou DT 6 8 1 8 0 23  26.1  34.8  4.3  34.8  0.0  

Gaotan GT 4 5 4 6 4 23  17.4  21.7  17.4  26.1  17.4  

Jiahe JH 6 6 1 0 0 13  46.2  46.2  7.7  0.0  0.0  

Jiajiafang JJ 2 4 0 4 1 11  18.2  36.4  0.0  36.4  9.1  

Jinping JP 3 2 6 2 4 17  17.6  11.8  35.3  11.8  23.5  

Jitan JT 0 2 2 3 4 11  0.0  18.2  18.2  27.3  36.4  

Juwan JW 4 3 0 8 1 16  25.0  18.8  0.0  50.0  6.3  

Liangshuikou LK 24 6 6 26 3 65  36.9  9.2  9.2  40.0  4.6  

Liqingdian LQ 0 6 2 14 7 29  0.0  20.7  6.9  48.3  24.1  

Loudi LD 7 5 6 2 5 25  28.0  20.0  24.0  8.0  20.0  

Miping MP 3 3 5 3 5 19  15.8  15.8  26.3  15.8  26.3  

Pingshi PS 5 3 1 8 5 22  22.7  13.6  4.5  36.4  22.7  

Shahebu SH 3 3 2 2 0 10  30.0  30.0  20.0  20.0  0.0  

Shanggao SG 10 2 2 3 2 19  52.6  10.5  10.5  15.8  10.5  

Shijie  SJ 3 4 0 4 2 13  23.1  30.8  0.0  30.8  15.4  

Shimenkan SM 16 25 2 5 2 50  32.0  50.0  4.0  10.0  4.0  

Shuangfeng SF 9 8 7 8 1 33  27.3  24.2  21.2  24.2  3.0  

Shuangjiangkou SK 8 3 12 1 0 24  33.3  12.5  50.0  4.2  0.0  

Sifen SI 4 2 2 0 2 10  40.0  20.0  20.0  0.0  20.0  

Tangdukou TD 10 19 1 2 1 33  30.3  57.6  3.0  6.1  3.0  

Tanghe TH 0 3 1 5 9 18  0.0  16.7  5.6  27.8  50.0  

Tonggu TG 5 2 0 0 10 17  29.4  11.8  0.0  0.0  58.8  

Tongtang TO 14 6 5 2 1 28  50.0  21.4  17.9  7.1  3.6  

Wuxigou WX 4 5 0 7 1 17  23.5  29.4  0.0  41.2  5.9  
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Xiawan XW 6 0 0 2 3 11  54.5  0.0  0.0  18.2  27.3  

Xixia XI 1 1 3 5 6 16  6.3  6.3  18.8  31.3  37.5  

Xupu XP 12 14 4 5 1 36  33.3  38.9  11.1  13.9  2.8  

Yanling YL 18 4 4 7 0 33  54.5  12.1  12.1  21.2  0.0  

Yanta YA 6 2 1 4 0 13  46.2  15.4  7.7  30.8  0.0  

Yuanken YK 2 3 1 0 7 13  15.4  23.1  7.7  0.0  53.8  

Yucun YC 12 0 18 3 1 34  35.3  0.0  52.9  8.8  2.9  

Yuexi YX 14 4 11 5 3 37  37.8  10.8  29.7  13.5  8.1  

Zhangdou ZD 4 3 0 5 0 12  33.3  25.0  0.0  41.7  0.0  

Total 251 190 125 181 97 844  29.7  22.5  14.8  21.4  11.5  

Southeast 

Anxi AX 1 3 4 6 0 14  7.1  21.4  28.6  42.9  0.0  

Longshan LS 1 3 16 3 0 23  4.3  13.0  69.6  13.0  0.0  

Tunxi TX 5 3 1 1 3 13  38.5  23.1  7.7  7.7  23.1  

Xufan XF 1 3 5 1 0 10  10.0  30.0  50.0  10.0  0.0  

Zhaoan ZA 1 5 12 8 4 30  3.3  16.7  40.0  26.7  13.3  

Total 9 17 38 19 7 90  10.0  18.9  42.2  21.1  7.8  

Pearl 

Hezikou HZ 42 17 7 22 1 89  47.2  19.1  7.9  24.7  1.1  

Huishui HS 3 3 0 4 0 10  30.0  30.0  0.0  40.0  0.0  

Libo LB 5 0 0 6 0 11  45.5  0.0  0.0  54.5  0.0  

Xiaogulu XL 2 24 0 0 4 30  6.7  80.0  0.0  0.0  13.3  

Total 52 44 7 32 5 140  37.1  31.4  5.0  22.9  3.6  

Total 347 306 195 375 223 1446  24.0  21.2  13.5  25.9  15.4  
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