
Precipitation	deficiency	
(amount,	intensity,	

timing)

High	temperature,	
winds,	low	humidity,	and	
diminished	cloud	cover

Increased	evaporation	
and	transpiration

Reduced	infiltration,	
runoff,	percolation,	and	
groundwater	recharge

Soil	water	deficiency

Plant	water	stress,	
reduced	biomass	and	

yield

Reduced	streamflow,	inflow	
to	reservoirs,	reduced	

wildlife	habitats

Reduction	in	reserves	to	
supply	water	uses

Economic	impacts Social	impacts Environmental	
impacts

Meteorological	
drought

Agricultural	
drought

Hydrological	
drought

Operational	
drought
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Natural	climate	variability

Water	management


